“REVISITING OLD DITCHES”
Matthew 22:34-40

5 May 2019

“The pools
are running dry,
there are only the rivers.”

VICAR’S REFLECTIONS
2019 ANNUAL MEETING
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REVISITING OLD
‘DITCHES’
• Clear away any sediment?
• Remove stale water?
… and any frogs!
• Get ready to have them re-filled…
• Or better still, connect to
‘The River’
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Matthew 22:34-40
34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had
silenced the Sadducees with his reply, they met
together to question him again. 35 One of them, an
expert in religious law, tried to trap him with this
question: 36 “Teacher, which is the most important
commandment in the law of Moses?”
37 Jesus replied, “ ‘You must love the LORD your God
with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’
38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 A
second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbour
as yourself.’ 40 The entire law and all the demands of
the prophets are based on these two
commandments.”
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‘You must love
the LORD your God with all
your heart, all your soul,
and all your mind.’
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Ezekiel 11:19 & 36:26
19 And I will give them singleness of
heart and put a new spirit within
them. I will take away their stony,
stubborn heart and give them a
tender, responsive heart.
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Deuteronomy 4:4-9
4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the
Lord is one. 5 Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength. 6 These
commandments that I give you today
are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress
them on your children.
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1 John 5:2-3
This is how we know that we love the
children of God: by loving God and
carrying out his commands.
In fact, this is love for God: to keep his
commands. And his commands are
not burdensome.
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Talk about them when you sit at home
and when you walk along the road,
when you lie down and when you get
up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your
hands and bind them on your
foreheads. 9 Write them on the
doorframes of your houses and on
your gates.

12

2

“REVISITING OLD DITCHES”
Matthew 22:34-40

13

5 May 2019

14

The Shema
Hear, Israel, the Lord is our God,
the Lord is One.
Blessed be the Name of His glorious
kingdom for ever and ever.
And you shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might.
And these words that I command you
today shall be in your heart.
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And you shall teach them diligently to
your children, and you shall speak of
them when you sit at home, and when
you walk along the way, and when you lie
down and when you rise up.
And you shall bind them as a sign on your
hand, and they shall be for frontlets
between your eyes.
And you shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your
gates.
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REVISITING OLD
‘DITCHES’
Get ready to have them re-filled

Or better still, connect
to ‘The River’
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Jeremiah 31:31-33 (& Hebrews 8:10)
31 “The day is coming,” says the LORD,
“when I will make a new covenant
with the people of Israel and
Judah. 32 This covenant will not be like
the one I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand and
brought them out of the land of
Egypt.
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They broke that covenant, though I
loved them as a husband loves his
wife,” says the LORD.
33 “But this is the new covenant I will
make with the people of Israel after
those days,” says the LORD. “ I will put
my instructions deep within them,
and I will write them on their hearts.
I will be their God, and they will be
my people.
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I will
put my instructions
deep within them, and
I will write them on
their hearts.
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