Revelation: Letter to Thyatira
Rev 2:18-29

17 November 2019

Thyatira

Revelation 1:11

“Write in a book everything you see,
and send it to the seven churches in
the cities of Ephesus, Smyrna,
Pergamum,Thyatira, Sardis,
Philadelphia, and Laodicea.”

In modern Akhisar
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This says something of the authority
of the Writer, John…

Irenaeus
130-202ad

Domitian
81-96ad

Polycarp
69-155ad

Does it really matter who the
Writer is?
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Revelation 2:18-29
18 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in
Thyatira. This is the message from the Son of God,
whose eyes are like flames of fire, whose feet are like
polished bronze:

“The dead and deified son of
Emperor Domitian sitting on
a globe (the earth) with his
arms stretched out. Minted
between AD 81–84, this is a
rare coin because he is
grasping for only six stars.
Usually the coins have seven
stars.”

19 “I

know all the things you do. I have seen your love,
your faith, your service, and your patient endurance.
And I can see your constant improvement in all these
things.
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Tim Smith
St Jude’s, Plymouth

https://biblearchaeology.org/research/new-testament-era/3080-theking-and-i-the-apostle-john-and-emperor-domitian-part-1
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Revelation 2:18-29
18 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in
Thyatira. This is the message from the Son of God,
whose eyes are like flames of fire, whose feet are like
polished bronze:

20 “But

I have this complaint against you.You are
permitting that woman - that Jezebel who calls herself
a prophet - to lead my servants astray. She teaches
them to commit sexual sin and to eat food offered to
idols.

19 “I

know all the things you do. I have seen your love,
your faith, your service, and your patient endurance.
And I can see your constant improvement in all these
things.
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21 I

gave her time to repent, but she does not want to
turn away from her immorality.
22 “Therefore, I will throw her on a bed of
suffering, and those who commit adultery with her
will suffer greatly unless they repent and turn away
from her evil deeds. 23 I will strike her children dead.
Then all the churches will know that I am the one
who searches out the thoughts and intentions of
every person. And I will give to each of you whatever
you deserve.
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AN ASIDE FOR INTEREST ON TRANSLATIONS
Verse 2:23…

NLT: “I am the one who searches out the
thoughts and intentions”
KJV:“I am he which searcheth the reins and
hearts”

Aramaic:“I search the kidneys and the hearts”
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24 “But

I also have a message for the rest of you in
Thyatira who have not followed this false teaching
(‘deeper truths,’ as they call them - depths of Satan,
actually). I will ask nothing more of you 25 except that
you hold tightly to what you have until I come.

26 To

all who are victorious, who obey me to the very

end,
To them I will give authority over all the nations.
27 They will rule the nations with an iron rod
and smash them like clay pots.
28 They will have the same authority I received from
my Father, and I will also give them the morning star!
29 “Anyone

with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit
and understand what he is saying to the churches.
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Tim Smith
St Jude’s, Plymouth
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Ephesians 1:19-23
19 I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness
of God’s power for us who believe him. This is the same mighty
power 20 that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in
the place of honour at God’s right hand in the heavenly
realms. 21 Now he is far above any ruler or authority or power
or leader or anything else - not only in this world but also in
the world to come. 22 God has put all things under the
authority of Christ and has made him head over all things for
the benefit of the church. 23 And the church is his body; it is
made full and complete by Christ, who fills all things
everywhere with himself.
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Tim Smith
St Jude’s, Plymouth

Psalm 2
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